
 

Worlingham CEVC Primary School 

OUR GOVERNORS 

 

Matthew Bodmer 

Local Authority Governor 

I am a local authority Governor for the school.  I have been in this post for over 4 years.  I have 

been sharing the role of Vice Chair of Governors for the last year, and during that period we 

achieved an Outstanding grade from Ofsted.  I sit on the Health and Safety and Finance 

Committees.  I monitor Computing, PE and  Music subjects within the school.  I am really proud to 

be involved with the whole team at the school, and it is really a team effort no matter what your 

contribution at the school is.  You can contact me via email mbodmer@wcevcps.org  

 

Mrs Jan Pettifer 

Co-opted Governor  

Jan moved to Suffolk nearly twenty years ago, she lives in Willingham St Mary, just outside 
Beccles, married with two step daughters and five grandchildren, when she isn’t supporting the 
school through her Governance role, her interests include, growing her own vegetables, 
gardening, reading, going to the cinema, and helping to restore the Barn she lives in with John her 
building surveyor husband.   
 
Originally Jan trained as a journalist; she worked in London for nearly twenty years within Human 
Resources in the public sector.  In 1989 she took a year out to complete a Master’s degree before 
securing a post with Suffolk CC as an HR Manager within the Education/ School service. 
 
She retired two years ago, and took up her role as a Governor in 2014 - helping to support the 
school through a range of HR issues, including performance management, reviewing working 
practices and absence management for all staff.  She also supports the Health & Safety 
Committee, and has a particular interest in Primary Language. 
 
 
Mr Peter Hobbs 

Foundation Governor 

I have lived in Worlingham for over 30 years and I am a member of the Parish Church. I am 
keen to assist links between the school, church and community and to contribute to an ethos 
within the school that embraces the Christian faith and enables the spiritual development of 
the children. 
 
In my professional work as a pharmacist I have managed teams and budgets which I will 
apply this experience to school governance in the field of performance management and 
financial control. I have also worked as a volunteer life coach for Youth at Risk, a charity 
working with disadvantaged young people which has given me an understanding of the issues 
of vulnerable groups within schools and the importance of aspiring to the best outcomes for all 
pupils. 
 
I visit the school regularly to listen to pupils read and this gives me a feel for the day to day life 
of the school. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to be associated with the school. 
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Mr Phillip Worrall 
Parent Governor 
I am Head of Maths at a Norfolk high school and have been involved in education for over twenty 
years. I am currently in my second term as a Parent Governor. My main focus is monitoring 
progress and development of KS2 (mainly Year 5) and I sit on the Finance Committee ensuring 
the school remains sensible with its use of funds. 
 
Mrs Holly Marchand 

Parent Governor 

I am a mum of three children and I have been a parent governor at the school for just over one 

year.  My two girls are currently in Year 3 and Year 1 and I also have a son who is nearly three.  I 

have lived in Worlingham for twelve years and I have worked in a primary school in Lowestoft 

throughout this time.  I am currently Assistant Headteacher and SENCO, working three days a 

week.  I also have whole school responsibilities for Data and Assessment, Behaviour, 

Safeguarding and Statutory Training.  I have been teaching for fifteen years and have worked in a 

range of infant and primary schools during this time.  My teaching experiences have mainly been 

in Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage One.  However, I love working with, and helping, 

children of all ages.  I have also been a teacher governor in my current and previous school.  I 

have a particular passion for teaching reading and encouraging children to have a love of books.  

In my spare time, I enjoy gardening and spending time with my family. 

 

Mrs Deborah Ruddock 

Parent Governor 

I have been a drama and music teacher for eighteen years , teaching at a local Secondary school 

and currently at a local Primary school. I am pleased to be able to bring my experience as a 

teacher of the full school age range to the post of Governor. My daughter has enjoyed her learning 

and being a school member of  Worlingham CEVC Primary School. I supported her early years by 

listening to readers in EYFS and KS1. Offering to volunteer on trips or help in the school enables 

any parent the opportunity to be vital role in the partnership. The teaching ethos at the school is 

exemplary hence the ‘outstanding ’grade at the recent Ofsted Inspection.   

Mrs Megan Brown 

Parent Governor 

My name is Megan Brown and I have been a parent governor since 2012. I have been a teacher 

since 1995 and have taught in a Middle School and in the Primary sector, as both a class teacher 

and as a senior leader and I am currently on a career break for family. I have two children at 

Worlingham Primary, one in year 6 and one in year 4.  

Mrs Claire Crossland 

Parent Governor 

I am mum to twins who are currently in Year 5 at the school, I also teach and advise on English at 

a school in Lowestoft, having been an English teacher for 22 years.  Unsurprisingly, I am 

passionate about encouraging reading and am particularly interested in reading strategies and the 

way reading is taught.  I am also a firm believer in the role drama can play in education and belong 

to a local dram group myself. 

 

Within the school I help monitor the progress of the current Year 3 children and meet with staff 

responsible for the library.  I am also part of the Personnel Committee. 

 



Mrs Wendy Jennings 
Staff Governor  
I have worked at Worlingham CEVC Primary School for 15 years, teaching in Key Stage One and 
Lower Key Stage Two and I am the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator.  As 
part of this role I lead interventions in school to support the progress of children with additional 
needs, track the progress of children on the Special Educational Needs register and liaise with 
outside agencies to ensure the school are providing the best support for all children.  I am also the 
English Lead in school and am jointly responsible for Safeguarding.  I have been a Staff Governor 
for a year. 
 
 
Mr Oliver Clifford 

Associate Governor 

I have been a teacher at Worlingham CEVC Primary School for 5 years and have taught across 

Key Stage 1 and 2. I am a subject leader for Computing and am responsible for the Online Safety 

provision for the school’s stakeholders. This role involves training staff, organising a team of Year 

6 Digital Falcons and logging and responding to online incidents at school. In addition, I am jointly 

responsible for Safeguarding and have been an Associate Governor for 2 years.  

 

Mr Ben Axon 

Co-opted Governor 

 

I have been a governor at Worlingham CEVC Primary School for 5 years now and it continues to 

be a pleasure to serve the school and its community. I am fortunate to be able to bring lots of 

experience to my governor role as I am a headteacher of a local primary school. I currently have 2 

children who attend Worlingham and next year it will be 3! No two children are the same and my 

continual drive is to ensure that all children have access to an inclusive and inspiring education 

enabling them to be the best they can possibly be.   

 

 


